Easter Sunday
of the Resurrection of the Lord
April 12, 2020
When Christ your life appears,
then you too will appear with him in glory.
— Colossians 3:4

SEEDS OF FAITH
There is a brevity, a certain terseness, in the scripture readings for Easter Sunday. Peter’s speech in Acts is built of
direct, pointed sentences. Paul’s letters are based on straightforward creed-like statements. Even the Gospel story only
briefly recounts what will turn out to be one of the most remarkable events in human history—the resurrection of Jesus
from the dead. Advertising agents call these encapsulated points of information “bullet points.” Scripture scholars call
them kerygmata, or “kernels” of our faith. Actually, “kernels” or “seeds” are good terms for these statements, since
throughout the Easter season, we will hear in the Acts of the Apostles, the Letters of Paul, and the Gospel accounts of the
days following the Resurrection exactly how these kerygmata began to flower, how they continued to grow through the
life of the early church. May these Easter “seeds” of faith serve a similar purpose for us, too, so that the life of the Risen
Christ will flourish in us and through our witness in the coming days.
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TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — Peter is an eyewitness: The Lord is
risen (Acts 10:34a, 37-43).
Psalm — This is the day the Lord has made; let us
rejoice and be glad (Psalm 118).
(1) Second Reading — All who are baptized, set your
hearts in heaven (Colossians 3:1-4) or
(2) Second Reading — Christ our Passover is sacri-ficed; therefore let us celebrate (1 Corinthians 5:6b-8).
Gospel — Three witnesses, Mary, Peter, and John; each
responds to the empty tomb (John 20:1-9) or
Matthew 28:1-10 (or, at an afternoon or evening Mass, Luke 24:13-35).
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