From the Pastor’s Desktop

A Message from Father Charles Puthota

All Saints: November 1: We begin this emotion-laden
month with the solemnity of All Saints (All Hallows). Having
observed the cultural celebration of the Eve of Hallows as
Halloween, here we are celebrating the holy feast of all
saints, canonized and not canonized, known and
unknown. Originally the feast began when there were so
many martyrs that there was a felt need to honor them. It
then became a way of honoring all saints, all holy men and
women, who have reached the beatific vision of God and
are now safe in the very heart of God, even if they are not
officially declared as saints by the Church. | would like to
think that some or many of our own family members have
been privileged to become saints and have attained the life
of perfection in heaven; that they have joined Mary, our
blessed mother, the angels, and saints; that they are
beholding the face of God for eternity with Jesus and the
Holy Spirit. What a blessed state! What a glorious life of
fulfillment! This feast invites us to thank God for all the
marvelous deeds God in Jesus has done in the lives of all
these saints. We feel a deep sense of gratitude and joy.
This feast also reminds us that we are all destined to be
saints. We are all called to holiness. “Be perfect as your
heavenly Father is perfect,” is the challenge. Be holy. Do
holy. It is not easy, though. We are pulled and pushed by
external and internal forces and allurements. We are
tempted and dazzled by all sorts of things in the world. To
seek holiness in the midst of bewildering things and
choices is not at all easy. That’'s why Jesus walks with us
and gives us his Spirit to lead and guide us so that we may
keep running the race, knowing that in all our endeavors,
struggles, and failures, we are graced and strengthened
on this pilgrimage of life.

All Souls: November 2. We commemorate all those who
have been called to God. We specially think of those in our
own families who have gone before us. We hold their
memory sacred. We loved them in life, we continue to love
them in death. Life is changed, not ended. Love is stronger
than death. We bring our love, faith, and prayers to
support them on their journey of purification and
attainment of perfection with God. It has always been a
tradition in the Catholic faith to visit graves on this day. So
let's make time for that. As we stand at their graves,
perhaps with tears and a deep sense of grief, let us know
that God will wipe away all tears and grant them eternal
peace and fulfillment. It is also an occasion for us “in this
valley of tears” to think of life and death. Awareness of
death can make life more precious and beautiful. Against
the background of death, life takes on great urgency and
acute significance. Because of death, we have to live
better lives. Because of death, we have to become the
people God wants us to be in this life. Because of death,
we need to become more authentic disciples and apostles
of Jesus. Because of death, love becomes not only
necessary but also urgent. Eternal rest grant unto them,
O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. May
they rest in peace! Amen. May their souls and the
souls of all the faithful departed through the mercy of
God rest in peace. Amen.

Archdiocesan Annual Appeal: Our goal for 2020 is
$48,719. So far, you have donated $26,221. We still have
to make $22,498. to reach the goal. A few of you have
given generously. | see two people have donated $5,000
each. One has given $2,500. I'm grateful. Please donate
whatever you can to assist the Archdiocese in its mission.
If everyone could donate, we shall make the goal quickly.
If it is possible for some of you to give 1% of the total
amount, which would be about $500, it would be
wonderful. That would be a quicker way for us to reach
the goal. As a way of expressing my gratitude, | would like
to invite those who have donated 1% to a dinner, when we
have reached the goal. There are only two months left to
make it. So please do give asap.

Elections: The Bishops of the United States have
guidelines for Catholics, especially in the election cycles,
through a well-balanced document titled “Forming
Consciences for Faithful Citizenship.” If you would like to
read it in detail, just google it. The Bishops encourage us
to apply Catholic social teaching to major issues we face in
our nation and the world. They list these major issues as:
1. Human Life. 2. Promoting Peace. 3. Marriage & Family
Life. 4. Religious Freedom. 5. Health Care. 6. Migration.

7. Catholic Education. 8. Promoting Justice and
Countering Violence. 9. Combatting Unjust Discrimination.
10. Care for our Common Home. 11. Communications,
Media, and Culture. 12. Global Solidarity. We need to look
at all these major issues in totality, not just any single
issue, and search and seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit
before we elect our leaders.

Confirmation Last Sunday: | conferred the Sacrament of
Confirmation on 10 of our young men and women last
Sunday. The Spirit is upon these women and men. It is up
to them to respond to the call to love and serve God and
others. Let’'s keep them and their families in our prayers.

Mass Schedule: Sunday Mass at 9:30 a.m. in school
parking lot. Up to 200 people are allowed. Daily Mass for
up to 100 people at 8:00 a.m. in the Church. Social
distancing to be followed and facial coverings are to be
used. If the weather is cool, please remember to wear
warm clothes. Thank you, volunteers, for the wonderful
help with the set-up and take-down.

Stay well, stay healthy, stay happy! God is guiding
every step of our way!

Your Friend & Pastor,
Fr. Charles Puthota
11/01/2020

Mass Intentions

Monday November 2
8:00 am All Souls Day
Tuesday November 3
8:00 am T Fred Cairns
Wednesday November 4
8:00 am Tony Ramos (L)
+ Jovito 1. Cruz
Thursday November §
8:00 am T Tessie, T Joseph and
T Saviour Schembri
Frida November 6
8:00 am + Vittorio Rossi
Saturday November 7
8:00 am T Annie Cruz
4:30 pm T Joseph I. and
T Michelina Bosso
Sunday November 8
7:30 am People of the Parish
+ Paterno D. Doromal
9:30 am + Richard Walsh
11:30 am T Jesus Quinonez

7Denotes deceased — (L) Living

Sunday Collection October 25, 2020

Weekly Need: $ 5,000.00
Sunday Collection $3,112.00
Over / Under $ 1,888.00

World Mission Sunday $ 597.00

If you make your offertory donation by check, without using
parishioner envelopes, it would be most helpful if you placed you
parishioner/envelope # in the “memo” section of the check.

This helps us input your donation to the offertory data system.
We will not be responsible for donations not credited due to
missing envelope numbers (or not having a Sunday collection
envelope.)

r

Month of All Souls November

Traditionally, November is the month when we
especially remember the souls who have entered
eternal life. As we prepare for these remembrances
there is a specific way of preparation besides our
own prayers and remembrances. You may write their
names on one of the All Souls envelopes. These
envelopes will be placed on the altar for
remembrances during all the Masses in November.

The Solemnity of All Saints

November 1, 2020

See what love the Father has bestowed on us
that we may be called the children of God.
—1John 3:1

OUR HOPE AND GOD’S PROMISE

The Church uses these waning November days and
darker skies as the season to remind us of the last things.
Today'’s feast, the Solemnity of All Saints, is the
centerpiece of three days that point to doctrines we
proclaim each time we say the Apostles’ Creed: “We
believe in the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body
and life everlasting.” And while the days and our hearts
may be dark, the readings today are bright with the light of
faith. John’s vision in the book of Revelation reveals
dazzling angels and white-robed saints gathered in
triumph around the throne of God. In the responsorial
psalm we sing our longing to see God’s face, and in the
second reading John writes that we are God'’s children and
will, in fact, see God “as he is” (1 John 3:2). This is our
hope. This is God’s promise. Today we celebrate the
triumph of those who already gaze on the face of God.
Tomorrow we cry out for mercy with those in purgatory,
who, like us on earth, still long to see God'’s face.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

TODAY’S READINGS

First Reading — John’s vision of a vast throng from every
nation and people, whose robes had been made white in
the blood of the Lamb (Revelation 7:2-4, 9-14).

Psalm — Lord, this is the people that longs to see your
face (Psalm 24).

Second Reading — By God'’s love, we may be called
God’s children (1 John 3:1-3).

Gospel — The Beatitudes: your reward will be great in
heaven (Matthew 5:1-12a).

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from
Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All
rights reserved.

Achdiocesan Annual Appeal Update

Goal: $ 48,719.00
Raised: $ 26,221.00
Balance: $ 22,498.00

Our generous parish family has rasied $26,221.00
This is an impressive success given the Covid -19
pandemic and the challeges we are facing as a
result. This demonstrates the St. Elizabeth family
caring and giving nature.

As we are nearing the end of 2020 please consider to
make a donation towards the Appeal to help us reach
our goal. Thank you for your generosity.



