From the Pastor’s Desktop

A Message from Father Charles Puthota
May 02, 2021

Dear Parishioners of St. Elizabeth,

Eastering Jesus: The British Jesuit poet Gerard Manley Hopkins
in his poem “The Wreck of the Deutschland” says: “Let him
easter in us, be a dayspring to the dimness of us, be a crimson-
crested east.” Hopkins is convinced that the meaning of Easter is
that the risen Christ keeps doing his “eastering” in our lives.
Easter, therefore, can be viewed as a verb rather than a noun.
Easter is not so much a one-day event but a continuous process
of what the risen Christ can do in our lives. He can give us
healing and forgiving love. Again and again, when he enters the
locked doors, he does not criticize or reprove the disciples for
having abandoned or denied or betrayed him, but all he offers is:
“Peace be with you.” That is how Jesus easters in us. His Easter
presence is intimate and transformative. He uplifts and gives
hope. We can be turned away from fear to courage; from
sinfulness to grace; from anxiety to peace. Jesus wants to easter in
us this Easter season. Shall we have the love and faith to let him
easter in us?

Archdiocesan Annual Appeal (AAA): Our goal is $40K. To be
exact, it is: $39,425. You have so far donated $36,734. We need
only $2,691 to reach the goal. I'm amazed by your generosity. We
need to applaud ourselves for such generous response. I want to
thank all those who have donated in support of the mission and
ministry of the Archdiocese, of which our parish is an
inseparable part. Thank you also to the “One Percent or More”
donors. Some of you, however, may not have had the time so far
to consider and donate. Please do give as early as possible to
make it a success.

500 Years of Christianity in the Philippines, A Parish
Celebration: It's on Sunday May 16 at the 11:30 a.m. Mass with
the Archbishop presiding. The preparations are on. I thank the
steering committee for all the arrangements being made. Please
see the beautiful banner donated by Hermie de Los Reyes in the
front of the church. I also thank those who are donating
generously to make this event beautiful, prayerful, and
memorable. Let’s prayerfully be united in faith and solidarity to
celebrate this event. I thank the steering committee (Hermie de
Los Reyes, Elvie Medina, Sr. Olga Cristobal .and others) for all
the arrangements they are making.

Daily Mass Change of Schedule June 1 Onwards: Daily Mass
from June 1 onwards will be at 8:30 a.m. instead of 8:00 a.m. It's
because of the Morning Prayer (Divine Office) that will start at
8:10 a.m. followed by Mass at 8:30.

Sunday Mass Schedule Change May 16 Onwards: Starting on
Sunday May 16, instead of 10:00 a.m. Sunday Mass, we will have

9:30 a.m. Sunday Mass. As you know, 9:30 a.m. was the original
timing of a Mass in our parish. When the time comes, when
conditions are good, we shall add one or two Masses, as
necessary, to our weekend Mass schedule. Right now, up to 250
people are allowed to attend an indoor Mass in our parish, which
would be about 50% capacity.

50 Plus Club: I attended this group’s meeting and lunch on
Thursday April 22 in Cantwell Hall. It was the first social event
in the hall since the pandemic hit. I was impressed with the spirit
of community, hospitality, and arrangements. Congrats to Elsa
Reginato, Emma Magarrell and other officials of this group.
About 35 people attended. It was wonderful to see people
reconnecting with each other and celebrating friendships. As you
know, our liturgical and spiritual events are very important in a
parish life. Also important are our social events. So let’s begin to
have our social events, of course, cautiously but hopefully, with
safety protocols in place, as we care for each other’s health and
happiness.

Inspiration: You don’t have to actually answer the questions.
Just read this straight through, and you'll get the point. 1. Name
the five wealthiest people in the world. 2. Name the last five
Heisman trophy winners. 3. Name the last five winners of the
Miss America. 4. Name ten people who have won the Nobel or
Pulitzer Prize. 5. Name the last half dozen Academy Award
winners for best actor and actress. 6. Name the last decade’s
worth of World Series winners. How did you do?

The point is, none of us remember the headliners of yesterday.
These are no second-rate achievers. They are the best in their
fields. But the applause dies. Awards tarnish. Achievements are
forgotten. Accolades and certificates are buried with their
owners.

Here’s another quiz. See how you do on this one: 1. List a few
teachers who aided your journey through school. 2. Name three
friends who have helped you through a difficult time. 3. Name
five people who have taught you something worthwhile. 4.
Think of a few people who have made you feel appreciated and
special. 5. Think of five people you enjoy spending time with.
Easier?

The lesson: The people who make a difference in your life are not
the ones with the most credentials, the most money, or the most
awards. They are the ones that care.

Jokes: 1. A six-year-old boy was overheard reciting the Lord’s
Prayer at a church service: “And forgive us our trash passes as
we forgive those who pass trash against us.” 2. A Faith
Formation teacher asked her class: “Does anyone here know
what we mean by sins of omission?” A small girl replied: “ Aren’t
those the sins we should have committed, but didn’t?”

Hope you are enjoying the Easter Season! May the Risen Christ
walk and talk with you this season!

Your Friend & Pastor,

Father Charles Puthota

Fifth Sunday of Easter

May 2, 2021

Let us love not in word or speech
but in deed and truth.

— 1 John 3:18

BEARING FRUIT

Few of us, even when we meditate on the image of the vine
and branches, stop to really think about how God “prunes” us.
For some there is the danger of thinking that we are already
producing fruit for the kingdom, in deed and truth as John says,
perhaps raising a family, being active in our parish, and so on.
But even those branches which are bearing fruit, the Gospel tells
us, can be pruned to produce still more. Today Saul, freshly
“pruned” by his conversion, arrives in Jerusalem and meets
resistance. Since he had been persecuting Christians, this was
only natural. But even after he is accepted and begins to bear
fruit, he meets further adversity, and his letters are filled with
many accounts of how his trials “pruned” him to produce greater
fruit for the kingdom. Like him, as long as we remain in Christ we
will continue to bear fruit and, when the will of the Father
determines it is time to prune us, the strength of the true vine
must enable us to endure it.
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TODAY’S READINGS

First Reading — Barnabas reported to the apostles how Saul
had seen the Lord on the way (Acts 9:26-31).

Psalm — | will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your people
(Psalm 22).

Second Reading — This is God’s commandment: that we may
believe and love (1 John 3:18-24).

Gospel — | am the true vine; whoever remains in me will bear
much fruit (John 15:1-8).

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the
Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights
reserved.

Please note: All Mass times including Mass intentions

were scheduled pre-Covid 19. Currently the only Mass

will be Sunday at 10:00 am in Church. Weekday Masses are celebrated
in the Church.

MASS INTENTIONS

Monday May 3

8:00 am Jaime Gonzalez Family (L)
Tuesday May 4

8:00 am 1 Cleody Manalo
Wednesday May 5

8:00 am Good Shepherd Guild

T Augustine Sanchez
Lourdes Padilla (L)

Thursday May 6

8:00 am T Rose Deano
Eriday May 7

8:00 am T Ponchito Aguiluz
Saturday May 8

8:00 am T Maria Rebagliati
4:30 pm Mother’s Day Vigil
Sunday May 9

7:30 am Mother’s Day

9:30 am All Mothers

11:30 am Living or Deceased

tDenotes deceased — (L) Living

Sunday Collection April 25, 2021

Weekly Need: $ 5,000.00
Sunday Collection $ 3,560.00
Over/Under $ 1,440.00
Catholic Home Missions $ 550.00

If you make your offertory donation by check, without using
parishioner envelopes, it would be most helpful if you
placed your parishioner/envelope # in the “memo” section
of the check. This helps us input your donation to the
offertory data system. We will not be responsible for
donations not credited due to missing envelope numbers
(or not having a Sunday collection envelope.)

500 YEARS OF CHRISTIANITY IN THE
PHILIPPINES
1521 - 2021

JOIN US IN CELEBRATING 500 YEARS OF
CHRISTIANITY IN THE PHILIPPINES

St. Elizabeth Church
459 Somerset Street, San Francisco, CA 94134
Mass: Sunday May 16, 2021 at 11:30 am
Presider: Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone
Rev. Charles Puthota, Pastor

Women’s Attire: Filipiniana
Men’s Attire: Barong Tagalog




