ST. ELIZABETH CHURCH
Established 1912 / Present Church dedicated 1962
Mailing Address: 449 Holyoke Street, S.F. CA 94134 Phone: 415-468-0820
Website: www.stelizabethsf.org Email: stelizabethchurchsf@gmail.com

April 16, 2023 Second Sunday of Easter/Sunday of Divine Mercy

Rev. Charles Puthota, Ph.D., Pastor

Mission Statement of St. Elizabeth Church

“The joys and hopes, the griefs and anxieties of the people of our time, especially of those who are poor or in
any way afflicted, are the joys and hopes, the griefs and anxieties of the followers of Christ as well. Indeed,
nothing genuinely human fails to raise an echo in their hearts. For theirs is a community of people united in
Christ and guided by the Holy Spirit in their pilgrimage towards the Kingdom of their Father, bearers of a
message of salvation for all of humanity. That is why they cherish a conviction of deep solidarity with the
human race and its history.”

(From the Preface of The Church in the Modern World---Gaudium Et Spes---of Vatican II)

Parish Office Mass Schedule

449 Holyoke Street Saturday ~ 4:30 pm
415-468-0820 Fax 415-468-1457 Sunday 9:30 am
Parish Office Hours Monday through Saturday

Divine office: 8:00 am
Mass: 8:30 am
Holy Day  8:30 am & 6:00 pm

Monday through Thursday
8:30 am to 12:00 pm

: .
Closed Friday Confession Schedule

After the 8:30 am Daily Mass
4:00 pm before the 4:30 pm Mass

Parish Staff

Patti Spiteri Administrative Assistant /
Pastoral Coordinator

Sandy Mehrwein  Secretary

Fred Spence Maintenance

Laurrie Digheo Faith Formation

Baptism Preparation Classes Call the
Parish Office for more information.

Sacrament of Marriage
Call the Parish Office six months
before the desired date.

Benediction and Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena: Wednesdays after the 8:30 Mass.

Legion of Mary Meeting 5:00 pm Monday in the Rectory.

1000 Hail Mary’s Third Saturday after the 8:30 am Mass until 3:30 pm: A Day of Prayer and Adoration.
Over 50 Group Thursdays at 12pm in Cantwell Hall.



http://www.stelizabethsf.org/
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From the Pastor’s Desktop

A message from
Father Charles Puthota

April 16, 2023
Dear Parishioners of St. Elizabeth,

The Meaning of Easter Season: Jesus Christ is alive and
active in our lives. This is what Easter simply means. It’s true
he was killed in a horrible way---crucified on a cross. But on
the third day, even as he had promised, he rose from the
dead. His Father who had let his own son suffer and die, did
not abandon him, but raised him to new life. Our lives are
understood in the light of the resurrection of Christ. All our
predicaments and perils do not have the power to destroy us,
even though it might at times appear that way. Thanks to the
risen Christ, we shall overcome. We shall have hope. We shall
receive the power and strength. We can experience the
process of dying and rising to a new life. What God has done
throughout the history of the human race and what God has
done through the Salvation History spelled out in the Bible- --
all this we can view from the most efficacious vantage point
of the resurrection of Jesus. As someone has said: “The
gospels do not explain the resurrection of Jesus; the
resurrection explains the gospels.” If we can keep dying to
self and our unreasonable and uncharitable convictions,
prejudices, preconceived notions, and conditioned-
predetermined ways of living our lives, and rising to life-
giving, loving, self-giving ways, then the dynamics of Easter
is really at work in our lives. We are an Easter people! Let the
spirit of Easter make a difference in our lives.

Easter Quotes: “I believe in Christ like I believe in the sun—
not because I can see it, but by it, I can see everything else.”
—C.S. Lewis. “We proclaim the resurrection of Christ when
his light illuminates the dark moments of our existence.” —
Pope Francis. “Unless there is Good Friday in your life, there
can be no Easter Sunday.” —Fulton ]. Sheen. “Do not
abandon yourselves to despair. We are the Easter people and
hallelujah is our song.” —Pope John Paul II. “Our Lord has
written the promise of resurrection, not in books alone, but in
every leaf in springtime.” —Martin Luther. “Christ has not
only spoken to us by his life but has also spoken for us by his
death.” —Soren Kierkegaard. “The Bible tells us that Jesus
Christ came to do three things. He came to have my past
forgiven, you get a purpose for living, and a home in
Heaven.” —Rick Warren.

Archdiocesan Annual Appeal (AAA)---We’ve Reached the
Goal---Congratulations and Thanks!: Please see the names of
donors on the last page of the bulletin. Those who are still
considering, please give; the surplus gets returned to our
parish for our own parish ministries and services. In the time
span of nine weeks, we have made the goal of $37,462. We
started 2023 AAA campaign on February 5 and arrived at our
goal on Easter Sunday April 9. I would like to thank all those
who donated generously toward AAA 2023. Also, special
thanks to all those who donated 1.33% ($500 and more) so
thoughtfully and kindly, which made it easier for us to reach
our goal swiftly. As you well know, it is not pleasant to do

isaign the whole year through with endless requests and
reminders. Now that we have

completed this goal quickly within nine weeks, you shall not
hear from me about it again except to thank the donors and
celebrate this achievement. I shall be in touch with you about
the luncheon, as promised, for those who have donated 1.33%
or more as a way of expressing my deep gratitude.

Word of God: During the season of Easter, we'll be reading
the first reading from the Acts of the Apostles authored by
Luke. This book is one of my favorites in the whole Bible. The
Acts of the Apostles tells the story of what happened after
Jesus ascended to heaven, about how the Spirit of Christ
anointed and empowered the apostles to preach and practice
the resurrection faith fearlessly and courageously. In today’s
first reading, we see that the early Christians live a communal
life, sharing everything they had. That spirit of sharing our
lives and resources is something the world is desperately in
need of. We have adequate resources in the world for all to
enjoy the basic necessities, only not enough of the spirit of
generosity. The gospel tells the story of the “doubting
Thomas.” He seeks rational, scientific proof to put his faith in
the risen Christ. He represents the modern person looking for
empirical evidence, but faith goes beyond such proofs, even
as love does. “Faith is the assurance of things hoped for and
the conviction of things not seen.” The risen Christ shepherds
us from the rational to the realm of faith in God’s love and
presence. As we all know, the deepest and most precious
things in life are things we cannot see and touch. Are we
ready for the faith the Easter Lord wants us to profess and
practice?

Divine Mercy Sunday: The Second Sunday of Easter is
designated as Divine Mercy Sunday. The Polish Saint
Faustina’s visions about Jesus” appearances to her have led to
this special devotion. Let the prayer “Jesus, I trust in You”
and the deep conviction of God’s infinite love and mercy
revealed in Jesus guide us through the journey of life as we
go about fulfilling God’s plan and purpose for our lives.

A Story to Ponder: Give Your Best to Others: A farmer,
whose corn always took the first prize at the State Fair, had
the habit of sharing his best corn seed with all the farmers in
the neighborhood. When asked why, he said, “It is really a
matter of self-interest. The wind picks up the pollen and
carries it from field to field. So, if my neighbors grow inferior
corn the cross-pollination brings down the quality of my own
corn. That is why I am concerned that they plant only the
very best.” All that you give to others you are giving to yourself.

Easter Joke: Conversation between Joseph of Arimathea and
a friend: Friend: “Joseph, I don’t understand. You're the
richest man in the region; you have made this brand new
tomb for yourself and your family; and, you're going to give
it away to bury Jesus?” Joseph: “It's just for the weekend!”

Withing you and your families a Christ-filled Easter Season,
Your Friend and Pastor,

Father Charles Puthota

Second Sunday of Easter

(or Sunday of Divine Mercy)

April 16, 2023

“Blessed are those who have not seen and have
believed.”

— John 20:29b

D gt Eunbelecriny 7 bl

=

EXEMPLAR OF THE FAITH

Poor Thomas. Singled out from among the disciples
because he refused to believe what they were telling
him—that they had seen, in the flesh, their friend and their
Lord, Jesus Christ. Can any of us really blame him? All of
the disciples were terrified, crestfallen, hiding. But what of
Thomas? Just where was he when Jesus appeared the
first time to the group huddled in fear? He had gone
“out”—out of the community where his faith had life.
Maybe this was actually a blessing for Thomas and not the
curse associated with the “doubting Thomas” moniker
bestowed on him by tradition. Oh, the divine mercy of the
Lord! Could Thomas be the forerunner of all of us who
come in fragile hope and uncertainty to the Christian
community, so beautifully described in the reading from
the Acts of the Apostles? Could Thomas be an ultimate
exemplar of the faith described in the First Letter of Peter?
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

TODAY’S READINGS

First Reading — All who believed were devoted to the
teachings of the apostles, the communal life, the breaking
of the bread, and prayer (Acts 2:42-47).

Psalm — Be thankful to God who loves us forever (Psalm
118).

Second Reading — God has given us an undiminished
inheritance, safeguarded for us in heaven (1 Peter 1:3-9).
Gospel — The risen Christ comes to his disciples with
peace and the Spirit. The absent Thomas doubts

(John 20:19-31).

MASS INTENTIONS

Monday April 17
8:30 am T Theresa, T Paul and
T Joseph Vella
Tuesday April 18
8:30 am T Giovanni Rossi
Jose Padilla Jr. (L)
Wednesday April 19
8:30 am Good Shepherd Guild
Living, Deceased and Family
Members
Thursday April 20
8:30 am T Edilberto Mandani
1 Lorenzo Bantayan
Friday April 21
8:30 am Kevin Brugaletta (L)
Jesusa Arambulo (L)
Saturday April 22
8:30 am Lilia Crow (L)
Tessie Gotauco (L)
4:30 pm T Gerry Sapiano
Sunday April 23
8:30 am People of the Parish
T Filemon Palero
10:30 am Italian Catholic Federation

T Emilia J. Songco

1 Denotes deceased — (L) Living

New Sunday Mass Hours: Beginning this
weekend April 16", Sunday Mass times are
8:30 am and 10:30 am.

Mass Intentions scheduled at 9:30 am will be
moved to 10:30 am

Upcoming Events:

Confirmation:
Saturday April 29"
St. Mary’s Cathedral at 10:00 am

First Holy Communion:
Sunday May 7%
St. Elizabeth Church at 10:30 am

Holy Week
Saturday/Sunday Collection
April 8 -9
Weekly Need: $ 5,000.00
Holy Thursday $ 916.00
Good Friday $1,703.00
Easter $ 7,485.00




BREAKING NEWS

WE HAVE MET OUR GOAL of $37,462.00 !!

Thank You! 2023 Archdiocesan Annual Appeal Supporters
Campaign launched on February 04 — 05, 2023

Anonymous

Anonymous *

Abranches, Sandra *

Alano, Adolfo and Teresita *
Alipio, Marietta *

Alviar, Feliciano and Annabelle *
Andreatta, David

Ballesteros, Mr/Mrs Richard
Bansuelo, Luzviminda
Barbieri, Mr/Mrs Mark

Borg, Ronald *

Brady, Peter and Dolores *
Brickley, Paul and Jeannine
Camingue, Priscilla

Cantu, Olga *

Carino, Matthew

Carter, Timothy and Francisca
Casazza, Anna

Centeno, Mario and Mary
Chang, Mario and Patricia
Clement, Edward and Lucille *
Crow, Lilia *

De Los Reyes, Herminia *

Del Rosario, Adelaide
DeVera, May *

De Vera Acosta, M/M Neri
Ferguson, Donna and Walker, Danielle
Francis, George and Sarah
Frediani, Donal

Galea, Nazareno and Leona
Galimba, Rodrigo and Rachel *
Garibaldi, Marie

Gemignani, David *

Ghiglieri, Norene

Gotauco, Adrian *

Gotauco, Teresita *
Guardado, Jose and Mary *
Gughemetti, Mr/Mrs Al
Hendricks, M/M Michael *
John, Richard *

Lampa, M/M Ferndinand
Loza, Fernando and Natalie
Madriaga, Ignacio *

Mah, Howard and Agnes
Manalo, Gildo and Elsa
McCarthy, Phil *

Mehrwein, Dave and Sandy
Mendoza, Rhina

Micallef, Emmanuel and Carmen *

Moag, Encarnacion

Moore, Lourdes and Rowena*
Moretto, lllia *

Munoz, Ricardo and Patsy
Nacor, Eriberto &amp; Minviluz
Ngo, Hung and Hieu *
O’Sullivan, James and Claire *
Oropeza, Maria and Moises *
Orton, Thomas and Carmen *
Ouano, Carmelita

Padua, Richard and Maria *
Pascual, Florante *

Peneyra, Cipriano and Olimpia *
Perata, Mary *

Perez, Mary Ann *

Perez, Thomas &amp; Carol
Pilare, Corazon *

Puccinelli, M/M Sergio

Pugh, Thomas and Jacalyn
Puthota, Fr. Charles *

Quiton, Aurora *

Racca, Delfin

Resurreccion, Lourdes
Romias, Editha

Rossi, Elisabetta

Ruiz, Efrain and Maria *
Sammut, Tony and Mary
Sanchez, Virginia *

San Diego, Gavin and Eileen *
San Pedro, Contessa
Sebastian, John

Sisters of the Good Shepherd *
Soares, Nicole *

Soares, Sharon *

Suacillo, Maria *

Sunga, Ernesto

Tablante, Victor and Patricia *
Tanquilut, Jose and Maria
Trinidad, Gloria *

Untalan, Lourdes

Vanucchi, Sarah

Velasco, Antonia *

Velasco, Carol *

Velasco, Pauline *

Vinluan, Tessie *

Villanueva, Lourdes

Visperas, Nona *

Walsh, Deborah *

Walsh, Michael *

Zarich, Ennio and Marianne

Please note: *Donations are acknowledged once we receive the monthly report from the Archdiocese Office of Development

*1.33% Circle donors have an asterisk next to their name ($500.00 and more)
*Names of those who have donated $25.00 or more are listed in the bulletin

*Thank you to our anonymous donors

*If your name is missing, contact the Rectory Office

* If contributing by check directly to St. Elizabeth please make payable to Archdiocesan Annual Appeal



