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April 30, 2023 Fourth Sunday of Easter

Rev. Charles Puthota, Ph.D., Pastor

Mission Statement of St. Elizabeth Church

“The joys and hopes, the griefs and anxieties of the people of our time, especially of those who are poor or in
any way afflicted, are the joys and hopes, the griefs and anxieties of the followers of Christ as well. Indeed,
nothing genuinely human fails to raise an echo in their hearts. For theirs is a community of people united in
Christ and guided by the Holy Spirit in their pilgrimage towards the Kingdom of their Father, bearers of a
message of salvation for all of humanity. That is why they cherish a conviction of deep solidarity with the

human race and its history.”

(From the Preface of The Church in the Modern World---Gaudium Et Spes---of Vatican II)

Parish Office
449 Holyoke Street
415-468-0820 Fax 415-468-1457

Parish Office Hours
Monday through Thursday
8:30 am to 12:00 pm

Closed Friday

Parish Staff

Patti Spiteri Administrative Assistant /
Pastoral Coordinator

Sandy Mehrwein  Secretary

Fred Spence Maintenance

Laurrie Digheo Faith Formation

Mass Schedule
Saturday 4:30 pm
Sunday 9:30 am

Monday through Saturday
Divine office: 8:00 am

Mass: 8:30 am

Holy Day  8:30 am & 6:00 pm

Confession Schedule

After the 8:30 am Daily Mass

4:00 pm before the 4:30 pm Mass

9:00 am before the 9:30 am Sunday Mass

Baptism Preparation Classes Call the
Parish Office for more information.

Sacrament of Marriage

Call the Parish Office six months
before the desired date.

Benediction and Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena: Wednesdays after the 8:30 Mass.

Legion of Mary Meeting 5:00 pm Monday in the Rectory.

1000 Hail Mary’s Third Saturday after the 8:30 am Mass until 3:30 pm: A Day of Prayer and Adoration.

Over 50 Group Thursdays at 12pm in Cantwell Hall.


http://www.stelizabethsf.org/
mailto:stelizabethchurchsf@gmail.com

From the Pastor’s Desktop

A message from
Father Charles Puthota

April 30, 2023
Dear Parishioners of St. Elizabeth,

Thank You, Archdiocesan Annual Appeal Donors! We have
successfully completed 2023 AAA campaign. | am so grateful
and delighted that we have been able to do it within a period
of nine weeks since we launched it in the first weekend of
February. We reached our goal by the Easter weekend.
Special thanks to those who donated 1.33% ($500 and more)!
Please see the names of all donors for the last time for 2023
on the last page of the bulletin this weekend.

Easter Season, Different from Christmas Season: Having
completed the long Lenten preparations, we arrived at the
glorious season of Easter. The difference between Christmas
and Easter is: this season provides the quiet and meditative
atmosphere that we need. At Christmas time, we have all
sorts of social obligations that can lead us to a hectic, even
harried, time. Easter is a time to go deeper into ourselves and
commune with the Risen Christ, who has been through a lot,
but has overcome death and darkness. He has defeated evil
in the world. He is taking away our sin and guilt. While
Christmas time tends to take us out into many external things,
Easter time has the power to take us into our heart and soul
and help us explore what the Risen Christ might mean for us
and our families today. We too can overcome. We too can
hope. We too have a reason to live and love, to serve and
share. Theologically and scripturally speaking, it was in the
light of Easter that people looked at Christmas. It was from
the vantage point of Jesus’ resurrection that people viewed
the birth, teachings, and the ministry of Jesus. It was the faith
at the resurrection of Christ that led people like the gospel
writers to “construct” the life of Christ starting from his birth.
The gospels are not biographies or historical documents even
though they contain the facts of the historical Jesus, but they
are primarily about faith and how we might encounter the
Risen Christ and come to new life. Jesus of Faith was the
impetus for people to look at the Jesus of History. Hence the
saying: “The gospels do not explain the Resurrection of
Jesus; rather the Resurrection of Jesus explains the gospels.”

Easter Quotes: “Jesus' resurrection is the beginning of God's
new project not to snatch people away from earth to heaven
but to colonize earth with the life of heaven. That, after all, is
what the Lord's Prayer is about.” — N.T. Wright. “Love paid a
price so hope could become a reality.” — Susan Gaddis. “If
Easter says anything to us today, it says this: You can put
truth in a grave, but it won't stay there. You can nail it to a
cross, wrap it in winding sheets and shut it up in a tomb, but it
will rise!” — Clarence W. Hall.

Word of God: The Fourth Sunday of Easter is traditionally
known as the “Good Shepherd Sunday.” God shepherding his
people in the Old Testament and Jesus being the good
shepherd in the New Testament is the theme of the Word of
God this Sunday of Easter. The Responsorial Psalm 23 is
probably the best known psalm and a favorite one at funerals.
Not only through the pilgrimage of life, but also through death
into eternal life does God in Jesus Christ shepherd us.

All we have to do is to allow the good shepherd to lead, guide,
and protect us. In the first reading from the Acts of the
Apostles, Peter shepherds those gathered at the outpouring
of the Holy Spirit. They are “cut to the heart” and ask Peter
“What are we to do, my brothers?” Peter says: “Repent and
be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for
the forgiveness of your sins...” That is the way Peter himself
is guided and shepherded by the Risen Lord and Peter in turn
is shepherding the gathering who will become the first of
those converted to Jesus. In the Second Reading from the
First Letter of Peter, he says memorably: “By his wounds you
have been healed. For you had gone astray like sheep, but
you have now returned to the shepherd and guardian of your
souls.” The gospel reading gives us the account of Jesus
calling himself the “gate to the sheep” and immediately
following this Sunday’s passage in John 10, Jesus would call
himself, “I am the good shepherd. A good shepherd lays
down his life for the sheep.” Let’s pray about how we could
allow Jesus on a daily basis to shepherd us. “Shepherd me, O
God, beyond my wants, beyond my fears, from death into
life....”

This Good Shepherd Sunday, A Prayer for Vocations: We
think about and pray for vocations. The harvest is abundant,
but the laborers are few. Here’s a prayer we might want to
pray: “God our Father, we thank you for calling men and
women to serve in your Son’s Kingdom as priests, deacons,
and consecrated persons. Send your Holy Spirit to help
others to respond generously and courageously to your call.
May our community of faith support vocations of sacrificial
love in our youth and young adults. We ask this through
Christ our Lord, Amen.”

An Insightful Story to Ponder---Joneyed and the Beggar:
The holy man Joneyed, dressed in beggar’s clothes, entered
the barber’s shop at a holy shrine. The barber, who was
shaving a nobleman, left his wealthy customer to shave this
beggar first. And not only did he not charge him for his
services, he even gave him alms and sent him on his way.
Joneyed was so impressed; he resolved he would hand over
to the barber whatever he got in the way of alms that day. It
so happened that a well-to-do pilgrim gave him a purse full of
gold coins. Overjoyed, he ran to the barber’s shop and offered
him the purse. When the barber understood why he was
being given the gold, he was enraged. “What kind of a holy
man are you,” he yelled, “I that you come to reward me for an
act of love!” (TSOTB, ADM)

Religious Humor: 1. God: “Whew, | just created a 24-hour
period of alternating light and darkness on earth.” Angel:
“What are you going to do now?” God: “Call it a day.” 2. And
did you hear about the bishop who hired a secretary who had
worked for the Pentagon? She immediately changed his filing
system to “Sacred” and “Top Sacred.” 3. In a booming voice,
a cantor bragged to his congregation: “Two years ago, |
insured my voice with Lloyd’s of London for $750,000.” The
crowded room was hushed. Suddenly, an elderly woman
spoke. “So,” she said, “what did you do with the money?”

Wishing you the many blessings of this resplendent
Easter Season,

Your Friend and Pastor,

Father Charles Puthota

Fourth Sunday of Easter

April 30, 2023

He himself bore our sins in his body upon the cross,
so that, free from sin, we might live for righteousness.
— 1 Peter 2:24a

OUR PROTECTOR

Today’s readings invite us to recognize our need for one who
ensures our safety, nourishes us, and leads us to peace and security, like
sheep who rest in the care of a good shepherd. Such a shepherd will
protect and save the sheep, even from the most deadly of predators.
Today, we ponder the incredible news that Jesus accepted death on the
cross in order to open the gates of eternal life with God for us. Through
his resurrection, Jesus protects and saves us from the power of sin and
death. We need only accept his love and live as God’s people in this
life, relying on the Lord who is the door to new life for us and for all.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

TODAY’S READINGS

First Reading — All peoples called by God will receive the gift of
the Spirit if they repent and are baptized

(Acts 2:14a, 36-41).

Psalm — My shepherd is the Lord; | shall not want (Psalm 23).
Second Reading — Once we were like straying sheep; but now
we have been returned to the shepherd, our guardian (1 Peter
2:20b-25).

Gospel — The shepherd leads the sheep out into pastures of
abundant life (John 10:1-10).

MASS INTENTIONS
1 Denotes deceased — (L) Living

Monday May 1

8:30 am T Maria and 1 Giuseppe Moretto
Mayra DeVera (L)

Tuesday May 2

8:30 am T Mary Jane Cunningham

T Catalino Cerezo
Wednesday May 3

It is with great joy we welcome Ina Lau and Riley Lau
into our church and community. Ina and Riley received
the Sacrament of Baptism at our Rectory Chapel on
April 22, 2023.

8:30 am t Vincent Gagliardo Sr.
t Elvira Hapin
Thursday May 4
8:30 am T Juan and T Isabel Miguel
Friday May 5
8:30 am Robert Galang (L)
T Augustine Sanchez
Saturday May 6
8:30 am Lourdes Padilla (L)
4:30 pm T Theresa, T Paul and 1 Joseph Orton
Sunday May 7
8:30 am People of the Parish
10:30 am T Jesus “Jessie” Quinonez
T Louis Sandoval
T Pierro DellaBordella
Saturday/Sunday Collection
April 15 - 16
Weekly Need: $ 5,000.00
First Collection $2,304.00
Parish Ministries $ 478.00
Over/Under $2,218.00

If you make your offertory donation by check, without
using parishioner envelopes, it would be most helpful
if you placed your parishioner/envelope # in the
‘memo” section of the check. This helps us input your
donation to the offertory data system.

We will not be responsible for donations not credited
due to missing envelope numbers.

Upcoming Events:

. . Tirst .
First Holy Communion: Cormumunion
Sunday May 7t \/

St. Elizabeth Church at 10:30 am -




CONTRATULATIONS

WE HAVE MET OUR GOAL of $37,462.00 !!

Thank You! 2023 Archdiocesan Annual Appeal Supporters
Campaign launched on February 04 — 05, 2023

Reached Goal on April 9, 2023

Anonymous

Anonymous *

Abranches, Sandra *

Alano, Adolfo and Teresita *
Alipio, Marietta *

Alviar, Feliciano and Annabelle *
Andreatta, David

Arreola, Antancia*
Ballesteros, Mr/Mrs Richard
Bansuelo, Luzviminda
Barbieri, Mr/Mrs Mark

Borg, Ronald *

Brady, Peter and Dolores *
Brickley, Paul and Jeannine
Camingue, Priscilla

Cantu, Olga *

Carino, Matthew

Carter, Timothy and Francisca
Casazza, Anna

Centeno, Mario and Mary
Chang, Mario and Patricia
Clement, Edward and Lucille *
Crow, Lilia *

De Los Reyes, Herminia *

Del Rosario, Adelaide
DeVera, May *

De Vera Acosta, M/M Neri
Ferguson, Donna and Walker, Danielle
Francis, George and Sarah
Frediani, Donald

Galea, Nazareno and Leona
Galimba, Rodrigo and Rachel *
Garibaldi, Marie

Gemignani, David *

Ghiglieri, Norene

Gotauco, Adrian *

Gotauco, Teresita *
Guardado, Jose and Mary *
Gughemetti, Mr/Mrs Al
Hendricks, M/M Michael *
John, Richard *

Lampa, M/M Ferndinand
Landstorfer,Franz and Patricia
Loza, Fernando and Natalie
Madriaga, Ignacio *

Mah, Howard and Agnes
Manalo, Gildo and Elsa
McCarthy, Phil *

Mehrwein, Dave and Sandy
Mendoza, Rhina

Micallef, Emmanuel and Carmen *

Moag, Encarnacion

Moore, Lourdes and Rowena*
Moretto, lllia *

Munoz, Ricardo and Patsy
Nacor, Eriberto &amp; Minviluz
Ngo, Hung and Hieu *
O’Sullivan, James and Claire *
Oropeza, Maria and Moises *
Orton, Thomas and Carmen *
Ouano, Carmelita

Padua, Richard and Maria *
Pascual, Florante *

Peneyra, Cipriano and Olimpia *
Perata, Mary *

Perez, Mary Ann *

Perez, Thomas & Carol
Perez, William and Norma
Pilare, Corazon *

Puccinelli, M/M Sergio

Pugh, Thomas and Jacalyn
Puthota, Fr. Charles *

Quiton, Aurora *

Racca, Delfin

Resurreccion, Lourdes
Reyes, Carmen

Romias, Editha

Rossi, Elisabetta

Ruiz, Efrain and Maria *
Sammut, Tony and Mary
Sanchez, Virginia *

San Diego, Gavin and Eileen *
San Pedro, Contessa
Sebastian, John

Sisters of the Good Shepherd *
Soares, Nicole *

Soares, Sharon *

Suacillo, Maria *

Sunga, Ernesto

Tablante, Victor and Patricia *
Tanquilut, Jose and Maria
Trinidad, Gloria *

Untalan, Lourdes

Vanucchi, Sarah

Velasco, Antonia *

Velasco, Carol *

Velasco, Pauline *

Vinluan, Tessie *

Villanueva, Lourdes

Visperas, Nona *

Walsh, Deborah *

Walsh, Michael *

Zarich, Ennio and Marianne

Please note: *Donations are acknowledged once we receive the monthly report from the Archdiocese Office of Development

*1.33% Circle donors have an asterisk next to their name ($500.00 and more)
*Names of those who have donated $25.00 or more are listed in the bulletin

*Thank you to our anonymous donors

*If your name is missing, contact the Rectory Office

* If contributing by check directly to St. Elizabeth please make payable to Archdiocesan Annual Appeal



