ST. ELIZABETH CHURCH
Established 1912 / Present Church dedicated 1962
Mailing Address: 449 Holyoke Street, S.F. CA 94134 Phone: 415-468-0820
Website: www.stelizabethsf.org Email: stelizabethchurchsf@gmail.com

May 3, 2026 Fifth Sunday of Easter

Mission Statement of St. Elizabeth Church

“The joys and hopes, the griefs and anxieties of the people of our time, especially of those
who are poor or in any way afflicted, are the joys and hopes, the griefs and anxieties of the
followers of Christ as well. Indeed, nothing genuinely human fails to raise an echo in their
hearts. For theirs is a community of people united in Christ and guided by the Holy Spirit
in their pilgrimage towards the Kingdom of their Father, bearers of a message of salvation
for all of humanity. That is why they cherish a conviction of deep solidarity with the human
race and its history.”

From the Preface of The Church in the Modern World---Gaudium Et Spes---of Vatican II)

Rev. Charles Puthota, Ph.D., Pastor

Parish Office
449 Holyoke Street, San Francisco, CA 94134
Office: 415-468-0820 Fax: 415-468-1457

Mass Schedule
Saturday 4:30 pm
Sunday 8:30 am and 10:30 am

Parish Office Hours
Monday through Thursday
8:30 am to 12:00 pm

Closed Fridays

Monday through Saturday
Divine Office 8:00 am

Mass 8:30 am
Holy Day 8:30 am & 6:00 pm

Parish Staff

Suzanne Brachna  Admin Assistant
Sandra Mehrwein  Secretary

Fred Spence Maintenance
Laurrie Digneo Faith Formation Baptism

Call the Parish Office for information.

Confession Schedule
4:00 pm before the 4:30 pm Saturday Mass
10:00 am before the 10:30 am Sunday Mass

Faith Formation

Classes are held every Sunday

beginning with the 8:30 am Mass

Classes to immediately follow in Cantwell Hall
(Please note new day on Sunday).

Sacrament of Marriage
Call the Parish Office six months before the desired

date.

Benediction and Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena: \Wednesdays after the 8:30 Mass.

Legion of Mary Meeting: 3:00 pm Tuesday in the Church.
1000 Hail Mary’s: Third Saturday after the 8:30 am Mass until 3:30 pm.

Over 50 Group: Thursdays at 12 pm in Cantwell Hall.




From the Pastor’s Desktop

A Message from
Father Charles Puthota
May 3, 2026

Dear Parishioners of St. Elizabeth,

Easter Mystique: We are journeying with the Risen Christ
this Easter season, a season with its own special mystique.
It comes from the presence of Christ in our lives. As
happened with the disciples of Emmaus, we may not
recognize him as he walks and talks with us in our
relationships, work, play, love, struggles, heartache,
uncertainties, ambiguities, but as sure as the dawn after
night, Christ is present in all that we are and do in life. He
is not indifferent to our situations. He insists on inserting
himself into the thick of our lives. We cannot get rid of
him that easily! He speaks to us and interprets our life in
terms of faith. We may not even be aware of how his
presence and power are impacting our lives. He is
Emmanuel, God with-us. He also promises and
challenges us by his assurance: “I'll be with you always,
even to the end of time.” The simple Easter message is: no
matter what, he is with us always, forever and ever,
Amen!

Easter Quotes: “The Bible tells us that Jesus Christ came
to do three things. He came to have my past forgiven, you
get a purpose for living, and a home in Heaven.” —Rick
Warren. “Christ has not only spoken to us by his life but
has also spoken for us by his death.” —Soren
Kierkegaard.

Parish Consultors Meeting (PCM): Last Tuesday, April
28, after the 8:30 a.m. Mass, 35 of us met to share our
experiences in the various ministries and organizations of
the parish. It was an occasion also for me to have a pulse
on the life of the parish and to explore together with those
actively involved about what more we could do for God
and his people in our parish. I salute all those who
actively and energetically contribute to the faith and
service in our faith community. The meeting ended with a
delicious Iunch. Thank you to all who set up this meeting
and made all the arrangements and purchases, especially
Phil McCarthy and Dave Gemignani.

May, A Month Dedicated to Blessed Virgin Mary:
Devotion to Mary is an important part of the Catholic
identity. As our mother she is an example of a committed
“Yes” to the will of God. Because of the devotion to her
many people ask her for help in the most difficult
moments of their life as any child does with her/his
mother. The link between Mary and the month of May
became popular among the members of the Jesuit Order--
-by 1700 it had a firm hold among their students at the
Roman College and a short time later it was publicly
celebrated in the famous Gesu Church in Rome. From

there it spread to the rest of the Church. The pious
practice of honoring Mary during the month of May has
been especially promoted by the Popes. Pius XII made
frequent reference to it and in his great Encyclical of 1947
on the Sacred Liturgy Mediator Dei. Marian devotions in
May include the singing of Marian hymns, reading the
sacred scriptures associated with Our Lady and praying
the rosary. If possible, we could recite the Rosary
everyday of the month of May. Many people have told
me over the past years that it is a helpful and effective
prayer also in bed before falling asleep as it steers us
away from our worries and anxieties and ushers in a
peaceful sleep.

Word of God: In the Gospel reading, one of the funeral
favorites, Jesus says memorably about himself: “I am the
way and the truth and the life.” He asks Phillip: “Have I
been with you for so long a time and you still do not
know me?” This question Jesus might well be asking each
of us. We have a vague sense of being with Jesus, but do
we really know him? Have we experienced him
personally? Because of that personal, intimate knowledge
and love of Jesus Christ, could he be leading us to be
certain kind of persons and do certain acts of love and
kindness to others? In the first reading from the Acts of
the Apostles, the infant Christian community is inspired
by the Spirit of Christ to deal with a practical situation of
injustice. The Hebrew-speaking widows are fed while the
Greek-speaking widows are being neglected. It was a
situation of discrimination and partiality. The Church,
with the personal knowledge of the Risen Christ, discerns
the way to move forward and decide how to right the
wrong. The create new structures to combat
discrimination and to continue to proclaim the Word and
feed the poor. That the widows were being fed shows that
even from the earliest of times, the Church was engaged
in feeding the poor and the vulnerable in society. This
Easter season, let our personal knowledge of Jesus Christ
lead us to discernment about how to proclaim the good
news and serve others, especially those in need.

A Wisdom Story: An old man was asked how he stayed
so calm despite life’s storms. He filled a cup with water
and added a spoonful of salt. "Drink," he said. The
student gagged at the bitterness. The master then threw a
handful of salt into a vast, clear lake. "Now drink." The
student smiled. "It's refreshing." "The pain of life is the
salt," the master whispered. "Be the lake, not the cup."

Humor: 1. “They say when you die you see bright light at
the end of a tunnel,” notes comedian Ed Marques. “I
think my father will see the light, then flip it off to save
electricity.” 2. A man asked an acquaintance how his wife
was; then, suddenly remembering that she had died, he
blurted out, “Still in the same cemetery?” 3. Overheard:
“My greatest fear is that I'll be standing behind Mother
Teresa in the Final Judgment line and I'll hear God tell
her, “You know, you should have done more.””

Your Friend and Pastor,
Father Charles Puthota



Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 3, 2026

‘I am the way and the truth and the life.
No one comes to the Father except through me.”
— John 14:6

THE WAY

Today we sense the apostles’ trepidation as they
begin to realize that the Lord would soon be leaving
them. In their fear, they ask, “Master, we do not
know where you are going; how can we know the
way?” (John 14:5). Jesus tells them that he is the
way. The Easter season has been a time of growing
in Easter faith so that we, too, may learn to know
that Jesus is the way. We can take comfort in the
Lord’s promise that he is going to his Father’s house
to prepare a place for us, his chosen people who
have been called out of darkness into God’s
wonderful light. As the paschal candle continues to
burn during this holy season, let us remember that in
baptism we were given the light of Christ. With
Christ our light as the beacon lighting our way, let us

march toward the glory of Pentecost.
© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co.

TODAY’S READINGS

First Reading — To meet their growing needs, the
community chooses seven reputable men to serve
the new Greek believers (Acts 6:1-7).

Psalm — Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place
our trust in you (Psalm 33).

Second Reading — We, like living stones, let
ourselves be built into a spiritual house (1 Peter 2:4-
9).

Gospel — “Show us the Father,” Philip asks Jesus.
To which Jesus replies: “Whoever sees me, sees
the Father” (John 14:1-12).

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.
—

Mass Intentions
T Denotes deceased — (L) Living

Monday May 4
8:30 am Martha Padilla (L)
Tuesday May 5
8:30 am T Augustine Sanchez
Robert Galang (L)
Wednesday May 6
8:30 am T Eva Perata
Lourdes Padilla (L)
Thursday May 7
8:30 am T Gregoria &
1 Luis Amorado
Bernadette Ramor (L)
Friday May 8
8:30 am T Miguel &
T Felipa Lundang
Saturday May 9
8:30 am T Mary Mercurio
4:30 pm Mehrwein Family (L)
Mangion Family
Living and Deceased
Sunday May 10
8:30 am People of the Parish
10:30 am All Mother’s Living

and Deceased

Sunday Collection
April 25 — 26, 2026

Weekly Need: $5,000.00
First Collection $2.107.00
Over/Under $2,893.00

Catholic Home Missions $ 617.00

ON THE HORIZON AT ST. ELIZABETH

e Faith Formation
Sunday, May 3" First Holy Communion
10:30 am Mass
Sunday, May 17" Presentation of Confirmandi and
First Holy Communion class 8:30 am Mass —
Last day of class
e AAA Thank you Luncheon
Save the date: Sunday, May 315t
AAA 1.5% donor ($500 and more)
Invitations will be mailed shortly.
e Mother’s Day
Sunday, May 10, 2026
e Father Charles’ Retirement
July 1, 2026




2026 Archdiocesan Annual Appeal Donors

Launched on March 1%t completed on March 315, 2026
All donors $25.00 and above:
CONGRATULATIONS, WE HAVE MET OUR GOAL!!!

Abranches, Sandra *
Ahmoo, Gina Malvar
Aguiluz, Teresita

Alano, Adolfo / Teresita *
Alipio, Marietta *

Alviar, Feliciano/Annabelle *
Arnold, Sharon *

Barbieri, Mr & Mrs. Mark *
Borg, Ron *

Brady, Peter/Dolores *
Bumanglag, Rufina
Camingue, Mr.& Mrs. Michael
Canlas, Benito/Lolita

Cash, Mr. & Mrs. Randyll *
Centeno, Mr. & Mrs. Mario
Clement, Edward/Lucille *
Crow, Lilia *

Cutler, Patty

de los Reyes, Herminia *

De Vera Acosta, Mr.&Mrs. Neri
Demafeliz, Orlando *
Devera, Vito/May *
Digneo, Mario / Laurrie
Feliciana, Lester / Lola
Ferguson, Donna

*1.5 % Circle donors have an asterisk next to their name ($500.00 and more). If contributing by check directly

Frediani, Donald L. *

Gaddini, Ronald/Linda
Gagliardo, Grace

Galang, Jesusa

Galea, Mr. & Mrs. Nazareno
Galimba, Mr. & Mrs. Rodrigo *
Galiza, Herminio/Delia
Garibaldi, Marie

Gee, Mr. & Mrs. *

Gemignani, David *

Ghiglieri, David *

Ghiglieri, Norene *

Gloria, Mr. & Mrs. Aristeo B. *
Gonzalez, Philippe/Jennifer *
Gotauco, Adrian *

Grasso, John

Grima, Mr. & Mrs. John
Guardado, Mr.&Mrs. Jose*
Gughemetti, Mr. & Mrs. Albert
Holmes, Gregory / Clara *
Imbellino, Robert *

Kern, Scott / Rowena *
Landstorfer, John *

Lopez, Maggie

Madriaga, Ignacio Jr./Teresita *
Malvar, Amando & Marina *

Malvar, Mr. & Mrs. Enrique
Manalo, Mr. & Mrs. Gildo *
Mandani, Edilberto / Aleja
McCarthy, Phillip *
Mendoza, Mr. & Mrs. Ivan
Micallef, Emmanuel / Carmen *
Miller, Beatrice

Munoz, Ricardo and Patsy
Myo Aung, Maureen P.
Ngo, Hung / Hieu Vo *
O’Sullivan, Claire *

Olson, Andrea

Orton, Thomas / Carmen *
Padua, Richard / Maria *
Pasco, Elizabeth *

Pascual, Florante

Peneyra, Cipriano / Olimpia *
Perata, Mary *

Perez, Cipriano *

Pilare, Corazon *

Portillo, Mario *

Puccinelli, Mr. & Mrs. Sergio
Pugh, Thomas / Jacalyn
Puthota, Fr. Charles *
Quizon, Remedios

Ramachandran, Eleanor
Resurreccion, Lourdes *
Rivera, Mr. & Mrs. Rodolfo
Roja, Michael / Gina
Romias, Editha

Ruiz, Mr. & Mrs. Efrain *
Ruiz-Mendez, Ines
Sammut, Anthony / Mary
San Diego Family *

San Pedro, Contessa *
Sanchez, Virginia *
Sifuentes, Teresa *

Sisters of the Good Shepherd *
Soares, Sharon *

Sunga, Maria *

Tablante, Eric

Tablante, Victor / Patricia *
Tanquilut, Mr. & Mrs. Jose *
Thierry, Annie

Tolentino, Ledivina
Trinidad, Gloria *

Ubaldo, Mr. & Mrs. Ruperto
Vinluan, Tessie *

Walsh, Deborah *

Walsh, Michael *

to St. Elizabeth, please make your check payable to the Archdiocesan Annual Appeal.

Amount Assessed: $34,588.00 Amount Collected: $42,139.00

ALTAR FLOWERS

If you are interested in donating flowers for the high altar in
celebration of a special occasion, birthday, anniversary and
more, please see the sign-up sheet in the front of church.
Please see a sacristan before or after mass for more

information.
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We congratulate
Diego and Emilio Malvar,
who were baptized at
St. Elizabeth Church on
April 27,2026




