
  
 
Third Sunday of Advent 
December 17, 2017 
Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing. 
— 1 Thessalonians 5:16-17 
 
 

 
 
 
THE DEMANDS OF DISCIPLESHIP 
 Today we encounter readings that already have a 
Lenten feel about them. Nineveh undergoes a forty-
day fast, the psalmist reminds us that God alone can 
show sinners the way, Paul shows us how fleeting the 
things and events of this world are, and Jesus cries 
out “Repent!” before he calls his new followers. “Come 
after me,” Jesus says, but if we are to truly live out the 
commands and demands of our discipleship through 
baptism, we must first know our need for conversion, 
our repentance, our need to believe in the gospel fully. 
Today’s Gospel opens with the stark reminder of what 
befell John the Baptist for completely living out his 
vocation as the herald of Christ and the gospel: he 
was arrested, imprisoned, and martyred. Though few 
of us will experience consequences that extreme, we 
must all be ready to risk some sort of rejection as, 
heeding the call of Jesus, we live out the kingdom of 
God at hand, repent of our sins, and believe in the 
good news of salvation. 
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TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — The people of Nineveh believed 
God and turned from their evil ways (Jonah 3:1-5, 
10). 
Psalm — Teach me your ways, O Lord (Psalm 25). 
Second Reading — The world in its present form is 
passing away (1 Corinthians 7:29-31). 
Gospel — This is the time of fulfillment. The kingdom 
of God is at hand (Mark 1:14-20). 
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MASS INTENTIONS 
Monday  December 18 
8:00 am † Manuel Scerri 
7:00 pm   
Tuesday  December 19 
8:00 am  † Ida Linden 
7:00 pm  † Amelia Fernandez 
Wednesday  December 20 
8:00 am † Vincent Gagliardo Sr. 
 † Maria and † Giuseppe 
   Mazzaferro 
7:00 pm                  † Theodora Vinluan 

Hernandez 
Thursday December 21 
8:00 am  † Manuel Muscat 
7:00 pm  Alfredo Castillon (L) 
 Friday  December 22 
8:00 am † Joe Spiteri 
7:00 pm † Evaristo Solis Sr. 
Saturday  December 23 
8:00 am † Leo Viscarra 
4:30 pm  † Manuel Marquez 
7:00 pm                  † Theodora Vinluan  
                                 Hernandez             
Sunday  December 24 
7:30 am   People of the Parish 
9:30 am                  † Coke Vannucchi 
11:30 am    † Antonia, † Anthony and 

 † Francis Agius 
4:30 pm                  Christmas Vigil  
12:00 am  Christmas Midnight Mass 
†Denotes deceased – (L) Living 
 
Sunday Collection December 10 ,2017 
 
Weekly Need:  $ 5,000.00 
Sunday Collection  $ 3,538.00 
Over/Under   $ 1,462.00 
Retirement for Religious $ 1,325.00  
 
If you make your offertory donation by check, without using 
parishioner envelopes, it would be most helpful if you 
placed your parishioner/envelope # in the “memo” section 
of the check. 
This helps us input your donation to the offertory data 
system. We will not be responsible for donations not 
credited due to missing envelope numbers (or not 
having a Sunday collection envelope.) 
 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! St. Elizabeth Parish 
2017 Novena Masses and Advent Retreat  

for Christmas- Retreat Master,  
Fr. Patrick Keyes C.S.s. R. 

 December 15-23, 7:00 pm 
Main Theme: “Praying the Our Father with Jesus” 

 
December 15th 

Sub-Theme:  Calling God, Father 
December 16th 

Sub-Theme:   God who is in Heaven 
December 17th 

Sub-Theme:  God’s kingdom come 
December 18th 

Sub-Theme:  God’s will be done 
December 19th 

Sub-Theme:  Give us this day our daily bread 
December 20th 

Sub-Theme:  Forgive us our sins. 
December 21st 

Sub-Theme:  Lead us not into temptation 
December 22nd 

Sub-Theme:  Amen 
December 23rd 

Sub-Theme: God’s calling 
 

*************************** 
2017 Christmas Schedule 

Saturday, December 23  Confession   
    3:30 pm to 4:15 pm 
    4:30 pm Mass   
    
Sunday December 24  Sunday Masses 
    7:30, 9:30 and 11:30 am 

Christmas Eve Masses 
                                                           4:30 pm Family Mass 

11:30 pm Christmas 
Carols 
12:00 am Midnight Mass 
(Bilingual)   

Monday December 25  Christmas Day Masses   
    7:30, 9:30, and 11:30 am  
 
Saturday, December 30   Confession 
    3:30 pm to 4:15 pm 
    4:30 pm Vigil 
Sunday December 31 The Holy Family of Jesus, 

Mary and Joseph  
                                             7:30, 9:30 and 11:30 am 
Monday, January 1       Octave Day of Christmas 
    Solemnity of Mary, the Holy 
    Mother of God  
    8:00 am 

 

 
 
As we prepare for the solemnity of Christmas, 
we look forward to the joy of the birth of 
Christ. We hope to express our joy by filling 
the church with a bountiful display of 
poinsettias. The Liturgy committee is asking 
parishioners to donate poinsettia plants to 
the Church. We will need a great number of 
them to beautify the sanctuary. Please bring 
them to the rectory by December 20th or 
directly to the Church on December 23rd. 
Please note that the rectory is closed on 
Fridays. 
____________________________________ 
 

Raffle Tickets 
 

Please remember when returning your raffle 
tickets to return the stub with your name, 
address and phone number with your 
payment.   
 
 

 
Pray for our Beloved Deceased 

In your prayers this week, please remember 
the repose of the souls of our deceased 

parishioners, especially: 
 

Felix Robert S. Pimentel 
 

“Eternal Rest Grant unto them O Lord…” 
 


